Glycol methacrylate embedding in diagnostic pathology. A standardized method for processing and embedding human tissue biopsy specimens.
A standardized "low-cost" processing and embedding procedure is described for the preparation of semithin glycol methacrylate (GMA) sections of human tissue biopsy specimens for use in routine diagnostic pathology. The method is highly reliable and reproducible and is based on many years of experience in fundamental GMA research. The procedure combines the application of new, less toxic, plasticizers and the preparation of high-quality GMA mixtures. Microwave irradiation was used to improve staining qualities and to reduce staining times. An improved reticulin staining procedure is presented as well.